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May 20-21 

In-Pew Script 
 

Introduction 
This weekend, we will offer another opportunity to support Catholic Charities here in the 
Diocese of Cleveland. This is a follow-up to our February weekend, where I shared more about 
the important work that we are supporting.  All pledges for this weekend will be invested in a 
critical need that is supported through Catholic Charities—the Hungry and Homeless.  Also, 
through the generosity of a donor, all new, increased or additional gifts to Catholic Charities 
this weekend will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to $100,000.   
 
Glen’s Story 
I’m going to share a short story about a man named Glen.  Glen is a disabled military veteran 
who was homeless when he came to the 8th Street Family Center over in Lorain County.  “The 
staff would not go home until they found me a place to sleep,” Glen later said.  “They never 
gave up on me and never looked down on me.  This is a place where people really care about 
individuals.” 
 
Now retired, Glen assists others as a volunteer.  Eighth Street helped Glen’s wife in obtaining 
her G.E.D, and provides others with meals, prescription and Medicaid coverage, job 
opportunities, and more.  According to Glen, “People really need that place.  I thank all who are 
able to give.” 
 
Impact 
Each year, Catholic Charities provides 63,000 nights of shelter for men, women and children 
and serves 3.7 million meals, in conjunction with the Catholic Hunger and Shelter Network and 
parish programs throughout our Diocese.  Many of these centers not only provide for basic 
needs, but they also provide hope for new beginnings through work experience programs, 
educational opportunities and services that support families in areas of our city that need it the 
most.  This weekend, I’m going to talk a little more about three specific sites that we are 
supporting this year: 
 
Three Local Initiatives 
In downtown Lorain, St. Elizabeth Center will combine the St. Joseph Shelter and 8th Street Family 
Center into one new location this fall. The Center will provide overnight shelter to 50 men, with hot 
meals, a food pantry and access to community and case management resources.  New programs 
will expand financial literacy, educational services and job readiness. 
 



The Blessed Trinity Food Pantry, located in the North Hill area of Akron, is a parish based 
program that relies on volunteers to stock shelves, prepare food bags, and distribute food three 
nights a week.   Additionally, the program serves a hot lunch to approximately 135 people each 
week. 
 
The Bishop Cosgrove Center in downtown Cleveland serves as one of the largest day drop-in 
centers in greater Cleveland, providing a daily hot breakfast and lunch.   Services are available 
for hot showers and rent, utility and bus assistance, eye exams, veterans’ affairs, employment 
and training programs.  The Choice Food Pantry and Clothing Closet provide for supplemental 
basic needs. 
 
If you do not give to a specific site, your support will be invested in the areas of greatest need 
to benefit  over 50 sites and programs throughout our Diocese that serve the Hungry and 
Homeless. 
 

(Pause and make sure that everyone has received a pledge envelope and pencil. Pay special 

attention to people who are standing and in the cry room or choir loft. Once everyone has an 

envelope, continue with the script.) 

Now, please open the flap and remove the pencil. Remember; do not place the pencil back 

into the envelope when you are finished. 

(Pause and wait until about half of those participating are looking back at you.) 
 

Please print your first name, last name, and if you are married, your spouse’s name on the 
top line. 

 

(Pause) 
 

On the second and third line, please print your complete street address including any 

apartment number and city, state and zip code. 

(Pause) 

 

Please print your e-mail address and telephone number, indicating if it is a home or cell 
phone. 
 

(Pause) 
 

Now, please print the name and city of your parish. 

 (Pause) 
 

Please go to the right side of the envelope. Keeping in mind that you can make five monthly 

payments, please check the amount of your pledge. In the event that you wish to 

contribute an amount other than the ones indicated, please check the “Other” box and 

indicate the full amount of your pledge on the blank line. 



 

Remember that any new, increased, or additional gift for this year will be matched, so your 

gift will do twice as much good. 

 

There is no need to provide a down payment today unless you wish to do so. You will 

receive monthly reminder statements until your pledge is paid in full. 
 

(Pause) 
 

Now, please look at the boxes under your pledge amount and indicate the total amount 

that you pledged in the first box. 

 
In the second box, you can indicate that amount that you wish to enclose toward your 

pledge. 
 

(Pause) 

 

Below that box, take a look at the heading that says ‘I want my gift to support’.  You may 

check one of the sites that I mentioned, or, you can choose to give to the area of greatest 

need. 
 

(Pause) 
 

In the event that you wish to use your credit card, please go to the section at the bottom 

left of the pledge form and indicate if you wish to have Catholic Charities automatically 

charge you 5 equal installments over 5 months or  “One-Time Charge” today. 

Complete the additional credit card information being sure to include the expiration date 

of your credit card, your signature, 3-digit security code and today’s date. 

 

(Pause) 
 

Keeping the pencil separate, please tear off the pledge form, insert it into the envelope 

with your check, if applicable, and seal the envelope. Now, please place the envelopes and 

pencils in the basket as it comes to you. 

On behalf of Bishop Thomas and myself, but most especially on behalf of those who will 

benefit from your contributions, I thank you for your gift to the Catholic Charities Annual 

Appeal. 

May God bless you. 


