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In all circumstances give thanks, for this 

is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 

(1 Thes 5:18)

2021 was a year unlike any other; with 
new milestones and new partnerships 
in philanthropy. More than $61 
million was raised by the Catholic 
Community Foundation to support 
Catholic Charities, Catholic Education, 
and Worship and Formation. That’s a 
testament to YOU – your commitment, 
compassion, and faith-filled generosity.

The last two years have not been easy 
for any of us. Despite the challenges 
of a time defined by crisis and great 
need, the impact of your partnership, 
generosity, and friendship has been 
tremendous. Thank you!

The Catholic Community Foundation remains steadfast 
in its mission to foster faith-based stewardship in the 
community for the spiritual, educational, and charitable 
needs of all. We know when we unite with you in faith 
and work toward a common goal, we can help tens of 
thousands of people in Northeast Ohio. This Annual Report 
is a snapshot of what turned out to be the most impactful 
year in our 21-year history. The stories told here reflect our 
efforts together to uphold the Church of Northeast Ohio. 
Here are just a few highlights:

•  After several record-setting years, the 2021 Catholic 
Charities Appeal exceeded its goal and raised $14.5 
million. St. Martin de Porres Family Center sought 
out neighborhood seniors who were isolated at home 
during the pandemic, and delivered healthy meals to 
their doors. Story on page 7.

•  To better meet the challenges urban Catholic schools 
face, the Office of Education is turning to new and 
innovative partnerships, like the one formed with 
the University of Notre Dame Alliance for Catholic 
Education (ACE). Story on page 4.

•  Many people wonder what the Church is doing to bring 
(and keep) young people to the faith. The diocese is 
not only investing in evangelization for young adults but 
also in ‘training the trainers,’ that is, our young adult 
leaders. Story on page 6.

•  Donors are using a myriad of innovative estate planning 

tools to meet their unique needs and benefit their 

families and the Church. Andy and Karen Rebholz are 

no different, employing a Charitable Remainder Unitrust 

(CRUT) in their estate planning. Story on page 16.

We also invite you to flip over this publication to join us 

in celebrating the success of the Heart of a Shepherd 

campaign. Because of the generosity of over 13,000 

donors, seminary renovations will reach completion later 

this year, the Priest Retirement Fund is shoring up, and 

our newly ordained clergy are assisted with education 

debt relief. In addition, parishes impacted by the economic 

realities of the past two years have raised funds to address 

capital needs at the parish level. With more than $51.4 

million pledged to the campaign, it’s easy to surmise that 

the faithful love their parish priests and are comminited to 

the sacramental future of the Church.

Our work exists only because of you! 

And, we celebrate you in the pages of 

this Annual Report, giving thanks  

to God for your support.

The Catholic Community Foundation is grateful for the 

leadership and vision of Bishop Malesic. He continues to 

guide and inspire us. We also thank our Board of Directors, 

comprised of clergy and community leaders whose time and 

efforts keep our Foundation strong. In 2022, we welcomed 

our newest board members, Lorraine Dodero and Rick 

Schultz, and Andy Schuler as our new board president. 

New challenges await us in 2022, making our work here 

even more urgent. We are building new ways to support 

Catholic education through the Angel Scholarship Fund 

and realizing the impact of the recent Alleluia Ball and 

the expansion of our Fund A Dream initiative. And we 

are inviting increased support through our partnership 

with Freewill, a will-building resource. We continuously 

seek to be good stewards of the resources you have so 

generously provided.

It is a privilege to be active in God’s plan for our Church, 

and we humbly and gratefully invite you to continue this 

journey of philanthropy with us. 
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