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Five recently ordained transitional deacons for our diocese, shown here CATHOOLIC COMN(I)UNITY
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with Bishop Malesic and Bishop Amos: Dominic Gideon, Christopher
Stein, Jeffrey Liptak, David Chojnacki, and Fabian Duckyan Han. Enriching Lives In Northeast Ohio




CAMPAIGN UPDATE

MORE THAN

$26.7 MILLION

HAS BEEN PAID
TOWARD THE
$51.4 MILLION
PLEDGED TO THE
CAMPAIGN BY
13,023 DONORS.*

In addition to supporting the

seminary renovation, priest pension
retirement fund, and education debt
relief for newly ordained clergy, this

campaign includes a share going
back to parishes for local projects.
$8.93 million has already been
distributed to parishes for local
projects and needs.

This progress is thanks in large part

to the pastors and parishes across
the Diocese, and to the generosity
of the faithful who continue to
“build for today and provide for
tomorrow.”

If this effort has not reached

your parish and you would like to
hear more information or pledge
your support, feel free to call
216-902-1300 to learn more or
visit www.catholiccommunity.org/
shepherd. =

*Totals include a $3 million commitment
on behalf of the Diocese.

A MESSAGE FROM
REV. MARK LATCOVICH

President-Rector, Borromeo Seminary and
Saint Mary Seminary & Graduate School of Theology

Last fall, students were
welcomed back to the newly
renovated East Wing of our
seminary. One year earlier,
Bishop Malesic donned a
sledgehammer and symbolically
cracked open a wooden door
to signify that demolition had

commenced.

Since then, the entire eastern corridor was gutted to its brick
core, and steel beams began to reshape the former living space
configuring wider and brighter corridors with a sprinkler system.
Select windows were bricked up to accommodate a shower and
commode with exhaust outlets for the shared bathrooms between
rooms. Each room is forty percent larger with its own room
temperature controls, five electrical outlets, and internet and
Wi-Fi capacity. New sinks with light fixtures have been installed,
and new modern light oak furniture has been placed.

While the East Wing has become the new Borromeo Seminary
college residence, the pre-theologians, first year and fourth year
theologians at Saint Mary Seminary, reside in one of the corridors
for the spring semester. Considering four faculty suites, the East
Wing will be at capacity with 46 rooms.

Demolition began December 6, 2021, on the West Wing of the
seminary that will eventually house Saint Mary Seminary. Some
major seminary students and faculty are temporarily housed at
nearby parishes. They are commuting each day for prayer, meals,
and classes.

EVERY ONE OF US PRAYS FOR
THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED
THEIR GENEROUS GIFTS.”

While temporarily inconvenienced, November 2022 is the
expected date for reopening the West Wing corridors that will
house Saint Mary Seminary. Every one of us prays for those who
have contributed their generous gifts to the Heart of a Shepherd
Campaign to provide a safe and updated living space for our
seminarians today and priests for tomorrow. Thank you! ®

DEACON DAVID SEES THE POWER
OF SPIRITUAL HOME IMPROVEMENTS

It's harder to let your Christian light shine if you're short
on outlets.

Fortunately, the Heart of a Shepherd campaign is
funding much-needed interior renovations to Borromeo
Seminary and Saint Mary Seminary and Graduate School
of Theology - providing at least one unexpected spiritual
benefit to future priests like Deacon David Chojnacki.

“My room now accommodates a chair and lamp. Outlets
were few and far between before these renovations.”
While this may sound like a minor convenience, David,
26, says the improvements have impacted his faith. “It's
so nice to have these beautiful spaces that naturally lend
themselves to prayer and reflection.”

Following his graduation from Hudson High School

eight years ago, David entered a seminary building at
Borromeo that until recently remained largely unchanged
since Bishop Anthony Pilla was a member of the first
graduating class.

“I've always been proud of our seminary, but it's gotten
even better,” says David. “The renovations feel like a
physical manifestation of this trend. Now, it just feels
more like home.”

In April, David was ordained a transitional deacon and
is excited to begin his assignment at St. Mary Parish in
Painesville this summer. And while the renovations are
only about halfway complete, Deacon Chojnacki tells
us they've brought new energy (beyond the electrical
outlets) to the campus.

“WE'RE ALL EXCITED TO BE
ABLE TO SERVE OUR DIOCESE
AND REGION TOGETHER.”

“"We're blessed that most of the men who study here stay
here.” David is grateful that the men he will be ordained
with are some of his best friends. They've grown together
through their academic pursuits, prayer, and shared love
of admittedly nerdy board games. “We're all excited to
be able to serve our diocese and region together.”

“Your donations are an investment in the future of the
Church in Cleveland. Your support will ensure that we can
educate tomorrow’s spiritual leaders to guide the faithful
here in Northeast Ohio.” ®

Photo: Bishop Malesic with David during his ordination
as a deacon.
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THANK YOU!

For your generosity to
the campaign and for your
continued prayers and
commitment in supporting
the priests of our diocese.

To Learn More About The Campaign
www.catholiccommunity.org/shepherd

CAMPAIGN OFFICE
216-902-1300

NonProfit Org.
U.S. Postage
Permit No,. 501

FR. GONSER CONTINUES TO SERVE IN RETIREMENT
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D | 2022 is a celebratory
\l ol year for Fr. Richard

Gonser. May 19 marks
the 60th anniversary of

Many of those ideas have ended up in his books. He's written
four since he's retired — one about his passion for golf and
three about the priesthood, with his latest about retirement
issues for priests.

his ordination. He'll also
celebrate his 86th birthday
and his tenth year of
retirement this summer.

"Many people think when priests retire, we get taken up
to heaven on a fiery chariot. I'm still waiting on that chariot,
but I'm in no hurry," jokes Fr. Gonser.

He still celebrates Mass daily between four different parishes

and helps out at a couple of local nursing homes. Between all
these retirement activities, he does manage to get out of the

golf course and travel the globe with his family members and
brother priests.

Fr. Gonser was the first
priest to receive his
master's and doctorate
degrees from Saint Mary
Seminary. In 1978, he
began transforming

11 acres of trees and
swampland in North Ridgeville into St. Julie Billiart Church.
He served as the founding pastor of this vibrant parish until
2012, when he supposedly "retired."

Father is grateful he is able to donate to the Heart of a
Shepherd campaign personally. He, more than anyone,
understands that the priesthood is a lifetime calling and is
grateful to be able to help his fellow priests in their retirement
years. He appreciates the generosity our community has
Looking at these accomplishments, you'd expect Father Gonser ~ shown and prays for your continued support of those who

to kick back and relax between tee times. (He's an avid golfer serve our diocese. B

with two hole-in-ones to his credit.) Father has other ideas.




