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Red Mass
“Give us, good Lord, a full faith, a firm hope, and a fervent
charity. And, good Lord, give us warmth, delight,
and quickness in thinking of you. Amen.”
- St. Thomas More

The Lawyers Guild

of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland
cordially invites you to attend

The Red Mass

Red Mass
the

is said to have originated in the Cathedral of Paris in 1245 to invoke
the guidance of the Holy Spirit on the judges of the Ecclesiastical
Courts. It is believed that the first liturgy was celebrated in honor
of St. Ives of Brittany, the patron saint of lawyers.
At the beginning of the 14th century, the practice of the Red Mass

Friday, October 1, 2021
10:30 a.m.

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

Luncheon to Follow
12:00 - 1:30 p.m.

Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Center
127 Public Square

spread to England during the reign of King Edward I. The entire
bench and bar attended this special Eucharist at the beginning of
the spring term of Court. The name “Red Mass” became a tradition

St. Thomas More Award

because of the red robes worn by the judges and the red vestments

Justice Melody J. Stewart

worn by the priests.

The Supreme Court of Ohio

The Red Mass was introduced into the United States in 1928 at St.
Andrew’s Church in the shadows of the federal, state, and municipal
court buildings near Foley Square in New York City.
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