a campaign publication from the catholic community foundation

GROWING IN FAITH
issue 13 | spring 2017

Mary Ann has Found a New Home at the
Newly Renovated St. Augustine Towers
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$1.1 Million Recently Distributed for Catholic
Education and Parish Catechetical Programs

A Home for Mary Ann

ST. AUGUSTINE TOWERS IS AN ANSWER TO HER PRAYERS

Moving from the family home to an assisted living facility is never
easy. Now imagine leaving not just your neighborhood, but also
the city you called home for many years.
When Mary Ann’s son, John, decided to move to Cleveland from
Chicago, he wanted his mother to come with him. He spent a
great deal of time researching and visiting assisted living facilities
in the hopes of finding one that would make her feel welcome.
His search ended when he visited St. Augustine Towers.
“John said, ‘I want to know the truth about St. Augustine,’” Mary
Ann says. So Brigid Nolan, Director of St. Augustine Towers,
showed him around. “He saw all the happy faces. Every room
looked and smelled good. He saw the chapel and loved it.”
When it was time for Mary Ann to see St. Augustine for herself,
she found it to be just as John described. “I opened the door and
saw a resident,” she recalls. “She looked at me with a big smile. I
thought that was a good start.” Mary Ann also appreciated how
the staff made her feel at ease. “I liked the way they were talking
to me.”
Two years have passed, and Mary Ann, now 77, says she is thrilled
to call St. Augustine home. She is active in many activities. For
example, she became a sacristan in the chapel last year, and is now
volunteering in the nursing home chapel on the St. Augustine
campus. “I never want to leave here,” she remarks.
The goal of St. Augustine, which was founded by Catholic
Charities, is to offer affordable, nurturing care, according to Brigid
Nolan. “We’re not out to take their life savings; we’re here to take

Ken and Nancy

SEEING THE IMPACT AND CONTINUING THEIR SUPPORT

Ken and Nancy Rolsen had just completed their Rooted in Faith –
Forward in Hope pledge, when Ken had an idea: Why not keep the
monthly donations going indefinitely? “What impressed me early
on with the Rooted in Faith campaign was the fact we’re creating a
foundation that will be around a lot longer than us,” Ken says.

believe. “If only two percent of the folks who gave to Rooted in Faith
continued their pledges, I wonder what that would mean to the
Church,” Ken muses. “Every little bit helps to continue to move the
Church forward and to care for the priests who dedicated their lives
to Christ.”

Support for retired priests, renovations of churches in the Diocese
and funding for Catholic education were some of the reasons why
Ken wanted to continue donating to Rooted in Faith – Forward in
Hope. Their own parish, St. Mary’s in Hudson, received a beautiful
renovation thanks in part to funds from the campaign.

Those ideals keep the Rolsens invested in the Rooted in Faith –
Forward in Hope program. “We have no plans to stop,” Ken says.

Ken and Nancy were ultimately in agreement about continuing their
pledge. “I’ll admit I was a little concerned at first,” Nancy admits.
“We don’t live luxuriously. We’re sending three kids to college.” Ken
assured her that the monthly contributions would not be detrimental
to their finances. “He decided we could do this and it was important
to him and our family, so I was behind him 100 percent.”
care of them. Moving into an assisted living facility is a huge
life-changing event,” she says. “We want them to feel that this
is their home.”
Beautiful surroundings help to create this atmosphere. A recent
renovation of St. Augustine Towers, partially funded by Rooted in
Faith – Forward in Hope resulted in updated furniture, carpeting
and beautiful new artwork. The updates lend a homey ambience
that residents like Mary Ann appreciate.
“I have prayed a lot for a place like this,” Mary Ann says. “God
really answered my prayers.”

Fr. Tom O’Donnell:
This year, Rev. Tom O’Donnell will celebrate 50 years of priestly service in
the Diocese of Cleveland. Fr. Tom, who retired from Holy Name Parish in
Cleveland in 2011, now lives in Rocky River, loves playing his piano, walking
in the Metroparks and helping with Mass and Confessions at St. Angela Merici
Parish. “It’s really a joy getting to know the people, and a blessing to not run
the business side!” says Fr. Tom.
Like so many retired priests, Fr. Tom continues to share his gifts and help out
in parishes, often receiving a modest payment for his service. “It helps keep the
wolf from the door,” he says with a smile, “and gives us a chance to stand on
our own two feet.”
While most priests in the Diocese of Cleveland officially retire at age 75, many
continue to celebrate masses, hear confessions, bury the dead and remain part

If you are interested in learning more about continuing your
support, please call Bob Hickey at 216-696-6525 x3310, or visit
www.CatholicCommunity.org/YourSupport.

“If you have it in your budget, and it’s something that’s important to
you, you can make it happen,” she adds.
Ken contacted the Catholic Community Foundation and indicated
that he wanted his family’s monthly contributions to continue.
“What made it easy for us is that we did it through payroll deduction,
and we’re going to keep doing it that way,” he says. The Rolsens also
donate to Catholic Charities through amazon.com purchases.
The amount given each month is not as important as the idea of
contributing to the long-term strength of the Diocese, the Rolsens

A Lifetime of Faithful Service
of our families. As a retired priest, Fr. Tom relies on monthly
income from the Diocese of Cleveland’s Priest Retirement
Fund – combined with Social Security and personal savings
or investments.
Through the generosity of so many people to Rooted in Faith –
Forward in Hope, nearly $13 million has been added to the Priest
Retirement Fund. Rev. Michael Ausperk of Holy Family Parish
in Stow serves on the Priest Retirement Fund Board, a group that
oversees the fund which helps support Fr. Tom and other priests in
their later years.
“We currently have 165 retired priests receiving retirement benefits
from the Priest Retirement Fund. But by 2025, the number of
retired priests in our diocese will be equal to the number of priests

working,” says Fr Mike emphasizing the growing importance of
the fund. “How can we help these priests who have been so faithful
to us, and who have given their lives to the Church, to help make
their lives more comfortable and with fewer worries? We want to
provide enough money for their last years.”
In addition to support received from Rooted in Faith – Forward
in Hope, the Priest Retirement Fund relies on parish annual
contributions and donations from estate funds, wills, life insurance
and other generous gifts from parishioners.
For more about the Priest Retirement Fund, contact Mary Lou
Ozimek, Director of Planned Giving, Catholic Community
Foundation, 216-696-6525 x4070, mozimek@catholiccommunity.org.

NonProfit Org
U.S. Postage
Permit 501

Cathedral Square Plaza
1404 East Ninth Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44114-1722
Phone: 216.696.6525
Toll Free in Ohio:
1 (800) 869.6525
Fax: 216.348.0740
www.catholiccommunity.org

THANK YOU
to the 29,142
parishioners across
our diocese who
have completed their
pledges and gifts to
the Campaign!

Help us be Good Stewards of Your Gifts! Would you

prefer to receive this quarterly newsletter via email? You can choose
to do so by sending an email to lcorcoran@catholiccommunity.org.

Jack is Thriving Thanks to the Academy of St. Adalbert
“At the Academy of St. Adalbert, everyone fits in; everyone is
accepted for who they are. Everyone is encouraged to be who God
made them,” wrote Jack in an essay.
In fifth grade, Jack’s difficulties in school due to speech and
learning disabilities started his family on a quest that took them
out of Catholic schools to public school, and then to the Academy
of St. Adalbert in Berea, where all students – including those with
disabilities – learn side by side in the classroom.
“The school seemed different right from the start,” says Jack’s
mother, Amy, who also enrolled Jack’s three siblings at St. Adalbert’s.
“The level of engagement from the principal to the teachers was like
nothing we had experienced before. Jack no longer saw his disability
as a negative, and he began to flourish in school.” Today, Jack is a
thriving senior at Padua Franciscan High School.
According to St. Adalbert principal, Susan Herman, Rooted in
Faith - Forward in Hope grants that the school has received benefit
all students, but often have students with disabilities in mind. In
February, the school was awarded a Catholic Education grant to
fund “flexible seating,” such as standing desks, yoga balls and floor

cushions, which
allows teachers
to accommodate
student learning
styles.
The Academy of
St. Adalbert was
one of 74 Catholic
schools and
parish catechetical
programs receiving
Rooted in Faith
– Forward in Hope grants in February, which totaled $1,163,637.
Award checks were distributed at an event highlighting a bold new
initiative to educate exceptional learners, like Jack, at Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Cleveland. The biannual Alleluia Ball, to
be held October 14, 2017 at the Cleveland Convention Center, will
provide seed money for the new initiative, named “Better Together.”
To find out more about the recent Rooted in Faith – Forward
in Hope grant distribution, go to www.catholiccommunity.org/
RIFGrants.

