
Women’s Giving Circle Invitation-Only Grant Application 
Thank you for accepting our invitation to apply for a grant from the Women’s Giving Circle (WGC), an 
initiative of the Catholic Community Foundation of the Diocese of Cleveland. Please respond clearly and 
concisely and adhere to the word limits below. 

Organization 
Name: 

Office for Human Life - Walking with Moms in Need Ministry 

Address of Organization: 
1404 East 9th Street, Cleveland, 44114 

Organization Snapshot (75 words max) 
Briefly describe your organization’s mission, whom you serve, and where you serve. 

Walking with Moms in Need (WWMIN) and the Gabriel Project, is a parish-based initiative of 
the Catholic Church that mobilizes communities to accompany pregnant and/or parenting 
mothers facing challenging or unexpected circumstances. Serving women of all backgrounds—
especially those who are abortion-vulnerable due to poverty or isolation—the ministry connects 
families to life-affirming local resources and concrete support. In the Diocese of Cleveland, the 
Office for Human Life coordinates and strengthens this network across eight counties. 

Project Summary (100 words max) 
Describe the specific project or program for which you are requesting Women’s Giving Circle support. 

Walking with Moms in Need is a parish-based initiative of the U.S. Catholic bishops that equips 
local communities to identify gaps in support for pregnant and/or parenting women and 
strengthen their local networks of care. In the Diocese of Cleveland, many parishes are eager to 
serve but lack a centralized intake system, coordinated outreach, or shared infrastructure to reach 
vulnerable women effectively. “No Mother Alone” will build that diocesan framework—creating 
a unified entry point, strengthening parish collaboration, and ensuring that women can quickly 
access compassionate accompaniment and tangible support across all eight counties. 

https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/offices/parish-life/office-for-human-life/walking-with-moms-in-need-gabriel-project/overview


Community Need (100 words max) 
What need does this project address, and why is it important at this time? 

Significant gaps remain in coordinated support for vulnerable mothers across our diocese. The 
2024 Ohio Department of Health reports 4,202 abortions among Cuyahoga County residents and 
1,188 in Summit County, with hundreds more across Lorain, Lake, Medina, Wayne, Geauga, 
and Ashland—demonstrating both urban scale and need in smaller communities. Walking with 
Moms in Need is active in only five of eight counties. Where it exists, impact is clear: St. 
Mary’s Gabriel Project in Wooster has accompanied over 1,200 women since 2008. Yet our 
ministry groups struggle to reach women (particularly those not connected with the parish), and 
no centralized intake system currently exists. Broader awareness and centralized support is 
urgently needed. 

 
 

Impact & Outcomes (100 words max) 
What impact do you expect this project to have? Include one or two measurable outcomes 

 

This project will increase both access and direct service to vulnerable mothers across the 
diocese. By strengthening infrastructure and outreach, we expect active parish ministries to grow 
from 7 to at least 12 within 18–24 months, ideally expanding into all eight counties. 
Participating parishes currently serve approximately 50–60 mothers annually (excluding long-
standing Wooster totals). With centralized intake, targeted outreach, and an emergency direct 
assistance fund, we anticipate serving 85–100 mothers annually in the first full year of 
implementation through 68 documented 
micro-stabilization grants ($100 each) and tracked referrals through the new intake system. 

 
 
 
 

Use of Women’s Giving Circle Funds (75 words max) 
How will Women’s Giving Circle funds be used? 

 

Women’s Giving Circle funds will support a centralized diocesan web site; a toll-free call and 
text intake line; a six-month, targeted, digital outreach campaign; printable public resource 
materials; an emergency direct assistance fund; and three regional formation gatherings led by 
the Office for Human Life. As the ministry is volunteer-led and core materials are free, funds 
are directed toward infrastructure, outreach, direct assistance, and sustainable parish 
capacity—not staffing. 



Alignment with Catholic Values (75 words max) 
How does this project align with Catholic values or Catholic Social Teaching? 

 

This project directly implements Evangelium Vitae’s call to build a “culture of life” by 
ensuring the Church tangibly serves both mother and child (EV, nos. 2, 5). It advances core 
Catholic Social Teaching principles: the life and dignity of the human person, solidarity, the 
call to family and community, and the preferential option for the poor. By strengthening 
accompaniment and removing practical barriers, the diocese moves from proclamation to 
practice—making the Gospel of Life visible, accessible, and concrete. 

 
 
 

Partnerships (50 words max, if applicable) 
Briefly describe any project partnerships. 

This project collaborates with parish ministry leaders and vetted pregnancy resource partners, 
including Embrace Clinic (Barberton), Birthright, Her PLAN, and residential maternity homes 
such as Zelie’s Home and Hannah’s Home. It also strengthens referral pathways with local 
social service providers and welcomes future collaboration with organizations such as St. 
Vincent de Paul and the Knights of Columbus. 

 
 
 

Funding Request: 

Amount Requested: $ 

 
 
19800 

 

Total Project Budget: $ 19800 
 
 

Signature: 
 

Name: 

 
 
 
 

Anthony (Tony) Dipre 

 

 
 

Title:  
Director of the Office for Human Life (Catholic Diocese of Cleveland)

Anthony Dipre 
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